WHY SHOULD BELIEVERS BE BAPTIZED???
Baptism is a public declaration of our repentance
and salvation. Throughout history, new believers would
suffer persecution or even death for being baptized, but
they were comforted by these words—”Whoever
acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge
him before my Father in heaven” (Matthew 10:32). In
contrast, most Christians in our country risk only a little
stage fright but we encourage those being baptized to
say something before they are baptized...perhaps a
joyful testimony of what God has done in their lives or a
simple declaration that Jesus is Lord!
Baptism is rst & foremost an act of OBEDIENCE to
Jesus Who's last words to us were, “Therefore, go and
make disciples...baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew
28:19). Baptism into those holy Names means we are
putting our lives under God’s control and direction.
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Baptism is also a demonstration of our CONNECTION to
the church, the Body of Christ all over the world…”For
we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body”
(I Corinthians 12:13). Baptism uni es us in Christ,
destroying all barriers of race, gender, class, or
nationality. All these are washed away in the water!

Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer in water in
the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. It is an
act of obedience symbolizing the believer’s faith in a
cruci ed, buried, and risen Savior, the believer’s death to sin,
the burial of the old life, and the resurrection to walk in
newness of life in Christ Jesus. It is a testimony to his faith in
the nal resurrection of the dead. Being a church ordinance,
it is prerequisite to the privileges of church membership and
to the Lord’s Supper.
(From the Baptist Faith and Message 2000)
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WE ARE FOR...

THE BROKEN

Throughout Scripture, God reveals His
heart towards the hurting, broken &
marginalized - it is our desire to be a
place to nd healing through Jesus!
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North Chester eld, VA 23237

"Where it's ALL
about Jesus!"
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Wh a t b a p t i s m i s NOT.. .

T he Bibl e teaches us...

Baptism is NOT required for salvation - it's an act of
obedience to the command of Jesus (Matt. 28:19)

Do you remember learning in school about the "five Ws"?
We're going to take a look at the WHAT, WHO, WHEN,
WHERE and WHY behind this practice called baptism...
WHAT IS BAPTISM ANYWAY???

Are you ready to take
your faith public?
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Whether baptism is a distant memory, something you are
planning to do soon, or a subject you’ve just begun
investigating, every one of us can bene t from examining
the meaning and purpose behind believer's baptism. This
special celebration is the courageous declaration of a new
believer's heartfelt commitment. For those who have already
been baptized, it’s a great reminder of our own long-held
resolution to love and follow Jesus Christ. As such, baptism
is no trivial ritual but an exciting opportunity for believers to
"go public" with the Good News that they have been
forgiven and adopted into God's family! Jesus said in
Matthew 10:32, “Whoever acknowledges Me before men, I
will also acknowledge him before My Father in heaven.”

Simply put, baptism is a SYMBOL of our
repentance and belief in Jesus’ life, death, burial, and
resurrection...our salvation! Repentance is our part: “Peter
replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins’.” Acts
2:38. Baptism is a symbol of that repentance as we turn
away from our self-centered ways to follow Jesus and His
Word and will instead.
Baptism is also a symbol of God’s part, namely,
saving us from our sins when we place our trust and faith
in Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection. Baptism
symbolizes several key aspects of salvation. The most
obvious comes from Romans 6:4 - “We were therefore
buried with Him through baptism into death in order that,
just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of
the Father, we too may live a new life.”
Baptism symbolizes God removing our sinful nature
and clothing us with Christ's righteousness
(Galatians 3:27). As we go under the water, we illustrate
dying to our old way of life, and then, emerging from the
water again, we are raised up to a brand new life in Jesus!

Baptism does NOT cleanse you from sin - that was
done when you trusted in Christ's work on the cross
Baptism is NOT the same thing as baptism in the Spirit

WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED???
Apart from a relationship with Jesus, baptism is
meaningless - just a dip in the pool! Therefore, everyone
who believes in Christ and desires to live in a way that
pleases God (ALL Christians) should be baptized. This is
why we do not baptize infants: baptism symbolizes
repentance by faith. Thus, while there is no age limit to
following Jesus, the ones being baptized must be old
enough to make this decision for themselves.

WHEN SHOULD A BELIEVER BE BAPTIZED???
Christians should be baptized after they have
accepted God's free gift of forgiveness. In addition, the
model of the earliest church demonstrates immediate
baptism as soon as someone surrenders their life to
Jesus (Acts 8:35-39). We should follow this example.

WHERE SHOULD A CHRISTIAN BE BAPTIZED???
The Greek word for "baptize" literally means "to
immerse." Even Matthew 3:16 explains that at Christ's
own baptism, Jesus "came UP out of the water." Jesus'
example and the practice of early Christian history
teaches us that believers should be baptized PUBLICLY
and by IMMERSION in water.

